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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

 Want to become part of something great? Join us at Habitat for Humanity 
of Citrus County. 

 When I moved to Citrus County eleven years ago, I had no intention of 
joining a volunteer organization again. After being involved with one elsewhere 
for more than fifteen years, I was burned out. But it took only a few months here 
for me to realize that I needed to volunteer again. I knew Terry Steele, who at the 
time was Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County and asked 
him if I could be of help. I have been with them ever since and love it.  

 I find the people in Citrus County to be friendly, cooperative and        
generous in every way. Although the people in more urban counties are also 
friendly, there seems to me to be a big difference. People here seem to be more 
committed to helping each other. That is why Habitat for Humanity is successful. 
Our Habitat has an engaged and energetic staff and ReStores that do more than 
their part in keeping us going. But it is the entire community that makes the    
difference. I thoroughly enjoy living here. 

 Being a basically rural county with a third of its population over the age 
of 65, Citrus County is different than most places in Florida. Since tourism is the 
chief industry here, too many jobs are low paying, creating a huge need for     
affordable workforce housing. That is what Habitat for Humanity provides and 
has been providing here in this county for many years. When George Rusaw 
took over as President of our Habitat, I saw the beginnings of growth in the    
organization. And now it is taking off. As we grow, we will need more and more 
homes and more and more volunteers to continue our mission. Habitat for      
Humanity intends to build these homes, mostly with our upcoming project in 
Citrus Springs, which you can read more about in the President’s Message. 

 We need your help. The Citrus Springs project is huge. We are going to 
need more help, not only with monetary donations, which are very welcome, but 
also with volunteers in many areas of our organization, and donations of         
furniture, appliances and other goods for our ReStores to sell. The result will be 
a total community effort to ensure that all of its citizens have a decent place to 
live. 

 

Roger Girson 

Habitat for Humanity Chairman 

Building future communities one home at a time 

Call (352) 563-2744 to volunteer!  

Every volunteer makes a difference! 



 Now is the season when we all begin to plan for the holidays and reflect on the past year recognizing how blessed 

we are. This is certainly the case with my family along with our extended Habitat for Humanity family. On behalf of our 

homeowners, volunteers, donors, staff and board of directors, I want to thank our community for its steadfast support. It is 

truly a privilege to serve and we remain humbled to continue to do so. 

 We are very excited for what the future holds for Habitat for Humanity. Earlier this year you may have read the 

announcement that Habitat had entered into an agreement to purchase a 500 lot portion of Citrus Springs for the purpose of 

building 8 planned smaller villages of affordable homes. The project buildout is estimated to take 15 years and will offer 

homeowners county sewer and water, paved streets and sidewalks. Homeowners will also benefit from membership in the 

Citrus Springs Civic Association and the presence of enforced deed restrictions, plus all the other amenities offered in   

Citrus Springs, present and future. 

 Location of the project should be ideal for future 

homeowners. Located within 16 miles are the towns of 

Homosassa, Crystal River, Inverness, Inglis, Yankeetown 

and Dunnellon. The new Citrus Springs villages will serve 

a broad geographic area while allowing Habitat the       

efficiencies realized by consistent and contiguous      

building. Also very exciting is the prospect of the         

proposed Holder Regional Industrial Park slated just 4 

miles to the South. Combine this with the existing pent-up 

demand for affordable housing and Habitat should be well 

positioned to meet the demands for which it is uniquely 

qualified. 

 Yes, this is challenging - even aggressive, but it is 

the right thing to do. Each year more, not fewer, asset and 

income limited families of all ages are confronted with 

renting substandard or barely inhabitable dwellings     

costing half their monthly income. No community can  

become economically sustainable under these circum-

stances, much less prosper. Nor can a community find 

pride knowing some of our fellow citizens are living with 

these challenges when, through our collective initiative, 

we can help hundreds of families overcome the challenge 

of dwelling in a safe and affordable home. 

 More than ever before we need your help. While 

funds saved from wills, trusts and other special donations 

is adequate to purchase this property, funding the construction of the infrastructure and homes require substantially more 

funds which can only come from broad community support. Therefore, as you plan your holidays and giving, we ask that 

you consider making a lasting gift to a better future through Habitat for Humanity.    

From the Desk of George Rusaw, President 
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Quick Facts 

 

Habitat Trivia:  How 

many pounds of nails 

does it take to build a 

Habitat house?   

Answer on Last Page  

74%      

The percentage of    

surveyed U.S. Habitat        

homeowners that say 

their health has       

improved since moving 

into their homes.   

Source:  HFHI 
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ReStore News 

Why ReStore? 

Habitat ReStores are nonprofit thrift/home supply stores and donation centers. The 

items we sell are available to the public and are similar to what you may see in other 

stores, such as gently used furniture, appliances, housewares, building supplies or 

that one of a kind vintage treasure. 

However, Habitat ReStores are more than just resale stores. The purpose of our  

Habitat ReStores is to contribute to the work being done by the Habitat for Humanity 

of Citrus County. When you support your local ReStore by shopping, donating or     

volunteering, you are supporting your local community by helping to build           

affordable housing for people in need. 

What type of donations does the Habitat ReStores accept? 

We accept most household items that are in good sellable condition such as furniture, 

appliances (large and small), housewares, linens and all different types of building 

materials. ReStore donations come from many different sources, including items 

from local stores with new/old inventory. We also accept cars, boats, motorcycles 

and RV’s. You can contact the stores to find out what donations are accepted. 

How soon can we pick up your donation?  

The ReStores pick up donations six days a week. We schedule anywhere from the 

same day to one week out depending on your location, our availability and what 

works with your schedule. You can call to schedule a pickup at 352-564-2300. 

Is there a fee to have my donations picked up? 

There is no fee for donation pickups and our drivers will give you a donation receipt 

once they have received the items from you. Habitat cannot appraise your             

donation (s), so all donors must fill out an estimated value for their donation (s) on 

the receipt.  

Does the ReStore deliver items I have purchased?  

Yes, we deliver anywhere in Citrus County for just $30.00.  

How can I support Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County? 

When you shop or donate at a ReStore, you are automatically supporting not only 

your local store, but also the Habitat mission worldwide. Stop by our two locations 

in Citrus County. The Crystal River Store is located at 7800 W Gulf to Lake Hwy 

Crystal River, FL 34429 and the Inverness Store is located at 3703 E Gulf to Lake 

Hwy Inverness, FL 34453. We are open 6 days a week (Monday –Saturday),        

9am-5pm. 

SHOP-DONATE-VOLUNTEER 
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Family Services  

 

     Welcome to our World.  One day is hot, another day is very, very hot and the rest 

of the days are just plain wet from all the rain and sweat. 

     Why do we do it?  We do it because there are families that are counting on us to 

move forward so that they can finally get their homes. We do it because these families 

have invested time, energy and money to assure that they can provide an affordable 

home to their families.    

     The Construction Team has expanded in order to meet all the demands not only 

from the physical labor but also on the administrative tasks. I am pleased to have a 

team that will help meet the new goals set before us. Our goal in this new Fiscal Year 

is to provide homes for 20 Partner Families that have completed the program.  

     Our Construction Team, Volunteers and Partner Families value our break times at 

the construction site, not only because we take time to cool off but also to share snacks 

and encourage one another to finish the tasks set before us.   

     I challenge you to say yes to the mission of providing affordable homes to these 

families by volunteering at either Construction or at the Restores. Thank you to our 

Volunteers, Staff, Partner Families and Board Members. We could not do it alone. 

     I hope and pray to see you soon!  CD Perez, Construction Director 

     We would like to begin this story of our Habitat Mission by defining our purpose.  
“We seek to put God’s love into action, by bringing people together to build homes, 
communities and hope!  We do so, through the dreams of our Partner Families, who 
are striving to improve their lives with determination, with assistance, in the form of 
a “hand up, not a hand out”, from our Construction, Family Services, ReStores and 
our Administrative Teams, as well as, numerous Habitat Volunteers and Donors, in 
the many facets of our operation. Ultimately, achieving the “American Dream” of   
Homeownership!   
  
     Looking back, we do so with a real sense of accomplishment with nearly 180    
families achieving Homeownership in partnership with our Habitat Affiliate.  These 
homes were completed through our fiscal year ending in June 2019.  Presently, we 
are working on completing homes in our Southern Pines Village in Inverness, as well 
as permitting new homes in the North Highlands area in Inverness. In our not too  
distant future, we envision the development of villages in our newly acquired Citrus 
Springs area!     
  
     As those of us either working with or volunteering with our Habitat Affiliate look 
forward to what our future holds, please be mindful of the following scripture:   
Roman’s 8:28:    ….and we know that in all things GOD works for the good for those 
who love HIM, who have been called according to HIS purpose”!! 

 
     God Bless and Keep, as we thank you for helping us further our Habitat   
Mission!!!     Rose Strawn/Family Services Director 

Community Newsletter—Fall 2019 

CD’s Construction News 

Thank you to the following 

financial institutions for   

supporting Habitat for       

Humanity of Citrus County, 

Inc. with community grants 

that support the Family     

Services homebuyer          

education programs. 



 

“I am eternally grateful.  Specifically, in this 
program you will most likely have a hand in 
building your own home. Thank you Habitat 
for Humanity!”  W. Pyke, Home # 180 

“Working towards and receiving my home has been a great blessing! It has given me a stable place 

to raise my daughters. I love feeling like I am a part of something great through this program”.  

Cassandra Trickel, Home #69 

Homeowner Testimonials From the Heart! 

“We feel blessed to have a home that we don’t have to worry about 

things like electric, being safe or freezing in the winter. With our 

new home, we feel a sense of security and peace of mind. This    

program is a blessing” Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Adams. Home #165 

Our Newest Homeowners 
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Our Volunteers are Appreciated Every Day!  To celebrate the great gift that   

Habitat volunteers give, an Appreciation Luncheon was held April 18, 2019 at 

Citrus Hills County Club. Over 65 volunteers and Board of    

Directors attended and were treated to a delicious lunch, raffle 

prizes and several were presented with The President’s          

Volunteer Service Award pin and certificate. Habitat truly      

appreciates the many volunteers year round but in honor of    

National Volunteer Week, Habitat wanted to do something extra 

special.  Thank you again to all our wonderful volunteers— 

TODAY AND  EVERYDAY! 

Building Dreams Annual Fundraiser! Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County, Inc. 

held its 11th Annual Fundraising Event “Building Dreams” on Thursday, September 

26, 2019 at Citrus Hills County Club. The theme for this year’s annual Gala was “The 

Era of Big Band Swing”. The Gala included many silent auction items that included a 

Four-Day Mystery Cruise, a Georgia Cabin weekend, custom painted manatee kayak, 

UF and FSU game tickets, customer furniture, and many other donations of gifts, gift 

baskets and gift cards. Attendees enjoyed a Prime Rib dinner along with music and 

dancing to a 20-piece big band era swing band. The event raised over $30,000 from 

corporate and individual sponsorships, donations and generous attendees. This year’s 

“Building Dreams” event helped continue supporting Habitat’s mission of providing 

safe, decent, affordable housing for families in Citrus County. Thank you to all our 

Building Dreams sponsors and donors for making this year’s event a huge success! 

Get Ready, Get Set, Bowl!  Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County held its first 
Annual “Bowling to Build” event on Saturday, May 4th, 2019 at Manatee Lanes in 

Crystal River. The event was a big success with over 200 bowlers in attendance and 
over $4800 being raised. The bowlers enjoyed a DJ, raffle prizes and team           
camaraderie! Habitat is very thankful to the community for their participation and 

generous support and are looking forward to the next bowling event in 2020!   
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Home Dedications & Sod Installs—Check www.habitatcc.org for dates 

Habitat on WYKE Radio—Third Tuesday of every month 

National Volunteer Appreciation Week—April 7-13, 2020 

Bowling to Build Fundraiser—Spring of 2020 

Building Dreams Fundraising Gala—Fall 2020 

 



Visit our website: www.habitatcc.org 

or  

LIKE us on Facebook!   

Habitat for Humanity of Citrus 

County, Inc. is IRS certified as a 

501 (c)(3) charitable organization 

(FED.ID 59-3136342). 

CONTACT US 

      Donation Pick Up: (352) 564-2300 

      Administrative Office: (352) 563-2744 

      Crystal River ReStore: (352) 564-2300 

      Inverness ReStore: (352) 341-1800 

Planned Giving.  Extend your support for Habitat and make a lasting impact on families in need of a decent and          

affordable place to call home. Whether you want your donation to work today or benefit future families, you can find a 

plan that fits your need. Call George Rusaw at (352) 563-2744 for more information. There are many options that cost you 

nothing now and make an impact later. 
Habitat Trivia Answer: 

It takes 150 pounds of nails 

to build a Habitat house.  

Visit www.habitat.org for 

more Habitat fun facts.  

https://www.facebook.com/h4hrestorecr

